
 
 

Mali Minutes/Benin Blessings  

Hello again everyone, 

            “I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever; With my mouth will I make known Your faithfulness 

to all generations.” Ps. 89:1. I trust you are singing of his mercies, goodness, and grace in your lives 

today.  No matter what is going on around us, He is worthy of praise.  

            I apologize for the lapse in time in getting back to you.  As many of you know from my emails, 

my trip to Mali scheduled for this month was postponed due to Air France not flying to Mali.  Mali had 

some severe sanctions put on it by the community of other West African states including certain border 

closings. The situation there hasn’t really improved at this point. You can find plenty of news articles 

online that explain what’s happening. In the meantime, please continue to pray for the situation in Mali 

and in some of the surrounding areas.  Life in Mali is getting more and more challenging with food 

shortages, rising prices, and closed borders.  Water, electric and even medical help will also become more 

difficult to pay for and maintain.  Funds from the outside cannot get into the country.  This is particularly 

a concern for some of our pastors and ministries.  For now, there are at least 2 airlines flying in and out of 

Mali who are located in non-member countries of ECOWAS.  I have been advised from several directions 

to wait a few months and see how things play out before trying to go back right now.  I appreciate your 

prayers for my future plans on a return to Mali.  More importantly, please continue to pray for the 

situation there, for good and peaceful solutions to the problems and peace to return.  Pray especially for 

our brothers and sisters in Christ going through these challenging times trying to care for their families 

and others while trying to be a light of the gospel to those around them.  Your prayers mean more than 

our words can say.   

            While all of this is going on in Mali, the work of the Lord does continue.  I’d ask you to pray 

particularly this next week as the leaders of our Evangelical Baptist Churches get together for their annual 

conference.  There are several very important and complex subjects that these leaders will be discussing 

this year and for which your prayers would be greatly appreciated.  Some of these discussions concern the 

Bible institute, WASP scholarship program, the work on the Mounzou property, and the list 

continues.  Thank you for your prayers for their times in God’s Word, discussions, fellowship, and their 

travels.   

            On other news, praise the Lord that His work is still moving forward in Benin.  Now that our 

missionaries have settled into an area more in the central part of the country as opposed to our ‘northern 

home.’  Government officials have been trying to provide safe travel periodically in and out of our former 

villages.  Sometimes these visits have not worked out due to certain security concerns but ministries of 

the churches such as the medical clinic and the new elementary school are still open and running.  The 

Bible institute was able to continue with modules both in Guéné at its home as well as in the area where 

our missionaries now live. God is protecting and giving opportunities to share the gospel in these 

places.  With the help of a translation consultant, the team working on translation were able to go over the 

book of Ezekiel.  Lord willing, they’ll be able to do another consultation later in February for 

Proverbs.  Continue to pray for these various ministries and particularly for our brothers and sisters in the 

churches there who are leading in these and other opportunities God has given them to open doors to the 

gospel in that part of the world.  One special meeting that took place recently was a conference held for 

the leaders of our churches in Benin.  This is similar in some ways as the conference in Bamako.  But it 

has been a number of years that such a gathering has been held in Benin for various reasons.  So, 34 of 



our leaders enjoyed a time of fellowship and praising the Lord over His faithfulness through the 

years.  They were able to work on their vision for the Church in Benin and how they can come together to 

encourage each other in spreading the gospel to make disciples throughout the country.   

            In spite of the difficulties that come into our lives, God is worthy of praise!!  

Until next time, 

Cindy Faile 

Thought for today: “So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to 

Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.” Is. 
55:11 
 


