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We continue to provide an online video resource. Currently, we have 160 Bible studies available online. Please visit our 

YouTube channel here:  http://tiny.cc/6788tz  Common Grounds has 1000+ subscribers, which means that the potential of God's 
Word goes further each week. Many of our subscribers are from areas where access to the Word is difficult. 

You can now receive our monthly prayer letter plus weekly articles every Tuesday and Saturday morning in your email. 
I will give you more insight into our ministry and hopefully challenge you spiritually as we are challenged! If you have not 
already, please go to billbranks.substack.com. It won't cost you anything, but it helps expand our ministry. 

It has been a busy holiday season and New Year's, and we thank the Lord that things have settled into a more normal routine. We 
are already into our seventh week of this new year with new challenges and blessings. We rejoice in the Lord's goodness and the 
work that he is accomplishing through the teaching of his Word.  
 
Anthony (pictured) was enrolled in a rehab program at the Salvation Army across the street from our church for several months. 
He worked hard to overcome his addictions and finished the program last November. Anthony was a blessing to the folks at 
Common Grounds. He was always positive, transparent, and gave God the glory for the work that he was doing in his life. 
Shortly after finishing the program, Anthony relocated to Missouri, where he is involved in a ministry internship training him to 
work with troubled youth. After completing the year-long training, he hopes that the Lord will send him to a place where he can 
use his faith and life experiences to impact young people. Please pray for Anthony as he grows in his knowledge of the Word. 
 
We have a new opportunity to work with the Salvation Army. We are hoping to be able to participate in Bible studies and 
mentorship classes at their rehab center. Since Common Grounds is so close to this facility, we are in an excellent location to 
support the men and women involved in the program. We desire to build a strong working relationship to be an effective and 
convenient transition from the program into everyday life. Please pray the Lord's will be done in these classes. 
 
Pictured here are some of our folks at the Tuesday night Bible study. We have some frigid, windy days here in Detroit, but these 
brave souls continue to find their way to church. I am so blessed by their joy, commitment, and honest sharing of their everyday 
battles. These folks are personally in the fight to become more like Christ. Many of them endure challenges that most of us 
cannot understand, and they need your prayer. 
 
We are in inner-city Detroit, so we shouldn't have been surprised that Sunday morning when a young man came in and sat 
through our entire service. He chatted politely with some folks and helped himself to cookies and coffee. Then after the service, 
he grabbed our wooden offering box and ran out the door. Pat, our most senior senior citizen, yelled out, "Hey, he took the box!" 
I ran out of the church and pursued him down W Lafayette Blvd., yelling for him to stop.  

I have to admit I was kind of proud of myself because I was gaining on him, but not for long. He stopped threw the 
locked box down on the ground where it shattered. He grabbed at the contents and darted across the street. I was more concerned 
with collecting what was left on the ground rather than catching him. By God's grace, not much was stolen, and others had not 
yet put Sunday's offering in the box. Since we opened, we had an antique coffee pot that we used to collect donations. It sat right 
on the counter, and we never had any problem. The week before this happened, I replaced the coffee pot when I came across the 
wooden offering box my father made many years ago for our Chicago church. Now I had to replace that box with a new locking 
metal offering box, and yes, it is bolted down. So, I guess this old dog learned (another) new trick. The moral of this little story is 
to trust God but be smart(er). 

Please continue to pray for many individuals and two families in desperate need of salvation. We are thankful that they 
continue to come regularly to hear the Word. We continually asked the Lord to profoundly impact their hearts and minds and 
convict them of their need for Christ and the life-changing power He provides. 
 
 

 


